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Broadway, the vibrant heart of New York City's theater district, is a world of
glitz, glamour, and unparalleled entertainment. Behind the dazzling lights
and captivating performances, however, lies a complex and fascinating
business landscape that sustains this iconic industry.

For those intrigued by the financial workings of Broadway, "The Business of
Broadway" by Merle Debuskey and Jack Viertel offers an invaluable guide.
This comprehensive and meticulously researched book provides an
insider's look into the intricate web of economics that underpins the
success of Broadway productions.

Broadway's Revenue Streams
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The book delves into the various revenue streams that fuel Broadway's
financial engine. From ticket sales to merchandise, each source of income
plays a crucial role in determining a production's profitability.

Debuskey and Viertel meticulously analyze the factors that influence ticket
pricing, including the performance schedule, seating categories, and star
power. They also explore the growing importance of ancillary revenue
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streams, such as merchandise sales, food and beverage offerings, and
licensing agreements.

Production Costs and Budgeting

Understanding the costs associated with mounting a Broadway production
is essential to comprehending its financial viability. The book provides a
detailed breakdown of the various expenses incurred during the production
process, from pre-production planning to marketing and promotion.



Debuskey and Viertel discuss the impact of union contracts, stagehands'
salaries, and set design on the overall budget. They also examine the
financial risks involved in producing a Broadway show and the strategies
employed to mitigate these risks.

The Role of Investors and Producers
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Broadway productions require substantial financial investment, and the
book sheds light on the role of investors and producers in this process. It
explains the different investment models, including limited partnerships and
angel investors, and discusses the legal and financial responsibilities of
each party.

Debuskey and Viertel also explore the creative and managerial roles of
producers, highlighting their influence on the artistic vision and financial
success of a production.

Marketing and Promotion

In today's competitive theater landscape, effective marketing and promotion
are crucial for attracting audiences and maximizing revenue. The book
analyzes the various marketing strategies employed by Broadway
productions, including online campaigns, social media, and print
advertising.
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Debuskey and Viertel discuss the importance of building a strong brand
identity, targeting specific audience segments, and leveraging celebrity
endorsements to drive ticket sales.

The Future of Broadway
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The final chapter of the book looks ahead to the future of Broadway.
Debuskey and Viertel examine the challenges and opportunities facing the
industry, including the impact of technology, changing consumer
preferences, and the global economy.

They propose innovative strategies for sustaining Broadway's financial
viability and ensuring its continued cultural relevance.

"The Business of Broadway" is an indispensable resource for anyone
interested in the financial aspects of Broadway theater. Its comprehensive
analysis, insightful case studies, and forward-looking perspective provide a
deep understanding of the dynamic economic forces that shape this iconic
art form.
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Whether you are a theater enthusiast, aspiring producer, or simply curious
about the business behind the magic, this book offers a fascinating and
invaluable journey into the world of Broadway's commercial success.
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Uncover the Thrilling Mystery in "It Ain't Over,
Cole Srexx"
Prepare yourself for a literary journey that will leave you breathless and
yearning for more! "It Ain't Over, Cole Srexx" is a gripping mystery...
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How to Stay True to Yourself and Stand Out
From the Crowd
In a world that constantly bombards us with messages telling us who we
should be and what we should do, it can be difficult to stay true to
ourselves....
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