
Theodore Roosevelt's Great Loop Tour of
1903
In the summer of 1903, President Theodore Roosevelt embarked on a
groundbreaking journey around the Great Lakes and down the Mississippi
River. This ambitious expedition, which became known as the Great Loop
Tour, was the first of its kind undertaken by a sitting president.
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Roosevelt's tour was motivated by a deep concern for the environment. He
was alarmed by the rapid depletion of the nation's natural resources and
the pollution of its rivers and lakes. He hoped that by traveling the Great
Lakes and Mississippi River, he could raise awareness of these problems
and inspire Americans to take action.

The tour was a major logistical undertaking. Roosevelt's entourage
included more than 100 people, including scientists, engineers, and
journalists. They traveled in a specially chartered train, which was outfitted
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with a laboratory and a library. The train also carried a fleet of boats, which
were used to explore the Great Lakes and Mississippi River.

Roosevelt's tour was a huge success. He gave more than 50 speeches
along the way, in which he called for the conservation of the nation's natural
resources. He also visited numerous factories and mines, where he saw
firsthand the damage that was being done to the environment. The tour
helped to raise public awareness of the importance of conservation, and it
inspired a new generation of environmentalists.

One of the most important stops on Roosevelt's tour was the Grand
Canyon. He was awestruck by the canyon's beauty and size, and he
declared that it should be protected as a national park. In 1908, Roosevelt
signed a proclamation creating Grand Canyon National Monument, which
was later expanded into Grand Canyon National Park.

Roosevelt's Great Loop Tour was a watershed moment in the conservation
movement. It helped to raise public awareness of the importance of
protecting the environment, and it inspired a new generation of
environmentalists. The tour also had a lasting impact on the national parks
system. Many of the parks that Roosevelt visited were later expanded or
created as a direct result of his tour.

The Legacy of the Great Loop Tour

Roosevelt's Great Loop Tour had a profound impact on the conservation
movement and the national parks system. It helped to raise public
awareness of the importance of protecting the environment, and it inspired
a new generation of environmentalists. The tour also had a lasting impact



on the national parks system. Many of the parks that Roosevelt visited
were later expanded or created as a direct result of his tour.

Roosevelt's legacy as a conservationist is secure. He was one of the first
presidents to recognize the importance of protecting the environment, and
he took bold action to safeguard the nation's natural resources. His Great
Loop Tour was a major milestone in the conservation movement, and it
continues to inspire Americans to protect the environment today.

Theodore Roosevelt: A Conservationist President

Theodore Roosevelt was a passionate advocate for conservation. He
believed that the nation's natural resources should be protected for future
generations. He took a number of steps to protect the environment,
including:

Creating 51 national forests

Establishing 18 national monuments

Signing the Antiquities Act, which allowed him to protect archaeological
and historic sites

Appointing Gifford Pinchot as the first chief of the U.S. Forest Service

Roosevelt's conservation legacy is a lasting one. His actions helped to
protect millions of acres of land and water, and they continue to inspire
Americans to protect the environment today.
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