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The Second World War marked a turning point in the history of North
American business schools. The war created a surge in demand for highly
trained business professionals, leading to rapid growth and transformation
within these institutions. In the years that followed, North American
business schools played a pivotal role in shaping global business education
and economic development.

The Rise of the MBA

One of the most significant developments during this period was the rise of
the Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree. Prior to the war,
MBAs were relatively uncommon, but their popularity soared in the post-
war era. This was due in part to the increasing complexity of business and
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the need for managers with a broad understanding of different business
functions.

The MBA curriculum evolved to focus on a combination of theoretical
knowledge and practical skills. Students learned about accounting, finance,
marketing, and operations management. They also developed strong
analytical and decision-making abilities. The MBA quickly became the gold
standard for business education, and it remains so to this day.

The Spread of Business Education

The post-war period also saw a rapid expansion of business education
beyond the traditional Ivy League schools. New business schools were
founded at universities across North America, including the University of
Chicago, Stanford University, and the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT). These schools attracted top faculty and students, and
they quickly established themselves as leading centers of business
education.

The spread of business education helped to democratize access to higher
education. It also created a more diverse pool of business leaders, which
contributed to the growth and innovation of the North American economy.

The Internationalization of Business Education

In the post-war era, North American business schools began to play a more
active role on the international stage. They established partnerships with
universities in other countries, and they welcomed students from all over
the world. This internationalization of business education helped to spread
American business practices and ideas around the globe.



The internationalization of business education also had a positive impact
on the North American economy. It helped to create a more globalized
workforce, and it fostered economic growth and cooperation between
nations.

The Impact of Technology

The development and adoption of new technologies also played a
significant role in the transformation of business education in the post-war
era. The use of computers, for example, revolutionized the way that
students learned about business. They could now access vast amounts of
information and data, and they could use software to simulate business
scenarios and make decisions.

Technology also made it possible for business schools to offer online and
distance learning programs. This expanded access to business education
even further, and it made it possible for students to learn at their own pace
and on their own schedule.

The Legacy of North American Business Schools

The North American business schools that emerged after World War II
have had a profound impact on the global business landscape. They have
produced generations of highly skilled and successful business leaders.
They have also been instrumental in the development and spread of
American business practices and ideas.

The legacy of North American business schools is one of innovation,
excellence, and global impact. As these institutions continue to evolve and
adapt to the changing needs of the business world, they will undoubtedly



continue to play a leading role in shaping the future of business education
and economic development.

Further Reading

Harvard Business School

Stanford Graduate School of Business

MIT Sloan School of Management

University of Chicago Booth School of Business

Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania

Business school students have played a key role in the success of North
American businesses.
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